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78 percent of the over $8,000,000,000 in remit-
tances sent to the Dominican Republic, ac-
cording to data from the Congressional Re-
search Service and World Bank, respectively;

Whereas, on September 30, 2021, President
Abinader signed presidential decree 612-21,
creating a ministerial task force to advance
nearshoring initiatives and strengthen the
Dominican Republic’s participation in inter-
national supply chains and role as an indus-
trial, manufacturing, and logistical hub, in-
cluding by expanding the country’s network
of free trade zones;

Whereas the United States and the Domin-
ican Republic would benefit from a coordi-
nated plan of action to bolster economic re-
lations, realign supply chains, and expand
ties between the private sectors in both
countries;

Whereas the Government of the United
States has engaged with the Dominican Re-
public and other regional partners to address
the United States serious concerns over the
security, human rights, and data privacy
risks associated with investments by the
People’s Republic of China in telecommuni-
cation networks and other critical infra-
structure;

Whereas the Government of the Dominican
Republic has committed to strengthening se-
curity cooperation with the United States to
address the threats posed by transnational
criminal organizations and human traf-
ficking, drug trafficking, and money laun-
dering networks;

Whereas a humanitarian crisis, rampant
crime, gang violence, and instability in
neighboring Haiti, a situation exacerbated
by the July 7, 2021, assassination of Presi-
dent Jovenel Moise, has deepened the suf-
fering of the Haitian people, increased risks
to the Dominican Republic posed by orga-
nized criminal groups along its borders, and
strained the economic capacity of the Gov-
ernment of the Dominican Republic to ad-
dress the humanitarian needs of Haitian mi-
grants;

Whereas President Abinader has taken sig-
nificant steps to make the Government of
the Dominican Republic more accountable
and effective, including by addressing cor-
ruption and impunity, appointing an inde-
pendent Public Prosecutor, requiring addi-
tional transparency in public procurement,
and proposing legislation to modernize asset
forfeiture laws;

Whereas, on October 20, 2021, the Govern-
ments of the Dominican Republic, Costa
Rica, and Panama signed a joint declaration
expressing concern about irregular migra-
tion flows, climate change, post-COVID-19
economic recovery, the deteriorating human
rights situation in Nicaragua, and the hu-
manitarian crisis in Haiti, and called for
stronger cooperation on these issues from
the United States, regional partners, and the
international community;

Whereas the Government of the Dominican
Republic, as host of the Latin America and
Caribbean Climate Week 2021, has called for
greater regional coordination to address the
effects of climate change, including more ex-
treme weather events, biodiversity loss, en-
vironmental displacement, and adverse
health effects, which Small Island Devel-
oping States in the Caribbean are dispropor-
tionately vulnerable to;

Whereas the Government of the Dominican
Republic has called for the peaceful restora-
tion of democracy and rule of law in Ven-
ezuela and is hosting approximately 114,000
Venezuelan refugees; and

Whereas approximately 2,000,000 people of
Dominican origin currently reside in the
United States, and over 2,000,000 United
States tourists visit the Dominican Republic
annually, accounting for the largest number
of foreign tourists to the country and bol-
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stering its economically critical tourism sec-
tor: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) reaffirms its commitment to strength-
ening the historic partnership between the
United States and the Dominican Republic
based on shared democratic values and ef-
forts to advance economic prosperity and na-
tional security;

(2) encourages continued actions by the
Government of the Dominican Republic to
assume a regional leadership role in pro-
moting human rights, democratic values,
and humanitarian assistance;

(3) calls for further steps to strengthen co-
operation between the Governments of the
United States and the Dominican Republic
on issues of shared strategic interest, includ-
ing—

(A) by assisting the Dominican Republic in
its post-COVID-19 economic recovery, in-
cluding through support for United States
and global initiatives that help developing
countries recover financial sustainability
and attain equitable access to international
financial markets;

(B) by developing and implementing
nearshoring initiatives in the Caribbean
Basin to realign international supply chains
and strengthen the Dominican Republic’s
standing as a significant industrial, manu-
facturing, and logistical hub, including
through cooperation on infrastructure devel-
opment such as ports, power grids, and at
free trade zones;

(C) facilitating the expansion of economic
and commercial ties, including by
prioritizing bilateral development project fi-
nancing and the formation of a United
States-Dominican Republic Business Coun-
cil;

(D) by improving security cooperation be-
tween the two countries, including in ad-
dressing narcotics and human trafficking,
dismantling money laundering networks,
and strengthening professional law enforce-
ment and criminal justice institutions; and

(E) by increasing cooperation with the Do-
minican Republic and other international
partners to promote stability in Haiti, ad-
dress Haiti’s humanitarian crisis, and facili-
tate political solutions supported by the Hai-
tian people;

(4) encourages the Government of the Do-
minican Republic to partner with the United
States to catalyze the creation of the Orga-
nization of American States (OAS) Par-
liamentary Assembly to facilitate legislative
cooperation;

(5) urges the Government of the Dominican
Republic to continue taking steps to address
the inherent human rights, security, and
data privacy risks posed by reliance on tech-
nology from the People’s Republic of China,

including Huawei components, in tele-
communication networks;
(6) commends efforts by President

Abinader to strengthen the political inde-
pendence of the Attorney General’s Office
and institutionalize anti-corruption reforms;
and

(7) calls on the Department of State and
the United States Agency for International
Development to continue to support the ef-
forts of the Government of the Dominican
Republic to respond to the humanitarian
needs of Haitian migrants in the Dominican
Republic.

———

AUTHORIZING THE PRINTING OF A
REVISED AND UPDATED
VERSION OF THE HOUSE DOCU-
MENT ENTITLED “BLACK AMERI-
CANS IN CONGRESS, 1870-1989”

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that Committee on
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Rules and Administration be dis-
charged from further consideration of
H. Con. Res. 82, and the Senate proceed
to its immediate consideration.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The clerk will report the resolution
by title.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read as follows:

A resolution (H. Con. Res. 82) authorizing
the printing of a revised and updated version
of the House document entitled ‘‘Black
Americans in Congress, 1870-1989"’.

There being no objection, the com-
mittee was discharged, and the Senate
proceeded to consider the resolution.

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent the concurrent res-
olution be agreed to, and the motion to
reconsider be considered made and laid
upon the table with no intervening ac-
tion or debate.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The concurrent resolution (H. Con.
Res. 82) was agreed to.

COMMEMORATING THE 50TH ANNI-
VERSARY OF THE COASTAL
ZONE MANAGEMENT ACT OF 1972,
COMMONLY KNOWN AS THE
“COASTAL ZONE MANAGEMENT
ACT”

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Senate
proceed to the consideration of S. Res.
876 submitted earlier today.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the resolution by
title.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read as follows:

A resolution (S. Res. 876) commemorating
the 50th anniversary of the Coastal Zone
Management Act of 1972, commonly known
as the ‘‘Coastal Zone Management Act’’.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the resolution.

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the resolution
be agreed to, the preamble be agreed
to, and the motions to reconsider be
considered made and laid upon the
table with no intervening action or de-
bate.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The resolution (S. Res.
agreed to.

The preamble was agreed to.

(The resolution, with its preamble, is
printed in today’s RECORD under ‘‘Sub-
mitted Resolutions.”’)

JUSTICE FOR VICTIMS OF WAR CRIMES ACT

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, for 10
months, the Ukrainian people have put
up a valiant fight—a fight that many
thought they were going to lose in just
a few days, but here they are, still
standing.

As Ukraine has liberated city after
city from Russia’s grip, the world has
borne witness as crime scene after
crime scene has been revealed.

Ukraine’s investigators have already
documented more than 50,000 alleged

876) was



		Superintendent of Documents
	2022-12-28T07:24:11-0500
	Government Publishing Office, Washington, DC 20401
	Government Publishing Office
	Government Publishing Office attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by Government Publishing Office




